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May 13, 2026,  Meeting Information 
  

Monthly membership meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 7 pm and are open to the public. The Board meeting begins at 6 pm and 
members are welcome to attend. 

  

Location: Ascension Lutheran Church, 1701 W. Caley Ave, Littleton 80120, Room 
106. Enter the parking lot off of Stern Blvd on the north side of the 
church. Meetings are normally held in the small room just to the right of the lobby 
when you enter the Church from the parking lot. 



 

DEMO 
 
The May demo on 5/13/2026 will be a preview of the 
"Moments in Nature: 
A Personal Journaling Paint-Out"  
with Jody Walker' 
 

 

 

 
 



 
 
President's Message 
May 1, 2026 

  

Fellow Members,   

As we head into the final stretch of our season—with only two months left—
there’s still so much to look forward to at Heritage Fine Arts Guild. This time 
of year always feels like a celebration of everything we’ve created together, 
and it’s also when our calendar fills up with some of our most inspiring 
workshops, exhibits, and outreach events.  

Our workshop season continues strong on May 16th with our own Kelly 
Almer leading a session in colored pencil, sign up on the website. In 
June, we’re going outside. The workshop with Jody Walker will focus on 
watercolor nature sketching at The Carson Nature Center. Check the website 
for more information.  

We also have exciting opportunities to connect with the wider 
community. Our Paint Day outreach program continues to grow, as Kelly 
Almer has taken on the job as coordinator. Looking ahead, 
July brings our new Card Making event—Cards for Caring—another 



 

meaningful way to share creativity and kindness. More information on that 
will be coming out soon. And for those ready to exhibit, keep an eye on 
the Bemis Show Call for Entry; information is posted on our website and 
entries are now open. The reception on June 10th will also be the same day 
as our annual June Dinner so save the date!  

On the visibility front, thank you to Gina Barry for the terrific work 
on Facebook and Instagram. You’ll soon see more “spotlight” posts featuring 
our members and the work we do to keep HFAG thriving. 
Please follow us on both platforms to keep abreast of what is 
happening, www.facebook.com/HFAG1974  
and www.instagram.com/heritagefineartsguild.  

Finally, if you have a friend who has been thinking about joining, this is a 
great time to invite them—new memberships started now will carry into next 
year as well. Thank you for bringing your creativity, encouragement, and 
energy to our guild. I hope to see you at an upcoming workshop, at the 
Bemis show, or at one of our outreach events as we finish the season 
strong.  

Grow your skills. Find your people. Fuel your art.  

  

Sue Connors  

President  

  

 

 

April's Highlights 

 

 

April's demo on 4/8/2026 was a preview of the 
Kelly Almer's "Using Colored Pencils" workshop on 5/16/2026 
  

https://us.list-manage.com/S69HaFc4yoK?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3
https://us.list-manage.com/w5mhp1YQ7xF?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


 

 
 
Kelly Almer gave a fascinating demo presentation at the April - Heritage Fine Arts 
Guild Meeting. She displayed a number of examples of her completed work, which 
she describes as "very representational," and explained that she uses many layers 
of color to get the rich colors and details that are seen in her art. Kelly also 
demonstrated the use of several tools which were unfamiliar to many of us. These 
included a desktop vacuum, an electric eraser, and an advanced pencil 
sharpening system. Overall, Kelly provided great opportunities to think about 
colored pencil as an additional art medium to incorporate into our practice and 
teasers for her upcoming workshop on May 16th! See you there! 
 
Thank you Celeste Hodges for the great photo and writeup. 

 

 

 



 

 

 
"Creative Color: A Painting Adventure" with Sheryl Wasinger 
Saturday, April 18, 2026 -- 9am - 3pm 

 
 
This workshop will Sheryl was a real treat in learning new techniques with 
acrylic paint. 
Everyone had a good experience. 

 

Join or Renew Your Membership 

If you haven’t already, please join or renew your membership! We need your 
support now to continue all of our great demonstrations, workshops and 
shows. Your membership includes these benefits: 

• Workshops given by local and national professional artists 

• Multiple shows each year to present and sell your work to the public 

• Reduced fees for workshops and shows 

• Helpful critique sessions conducted by accomplished local artists 

• Opportunities to learn new techniques at monthly demonstrations 

• A community of supportive artists 



 

Please register now for your 2025-26 membership at 
 https://www.heritage-guild.com/apply-and-pay-for-membership.html. 

Questions? Contact the Membership Coordinator at nashpa@icloud.com 

 

 

 

Join Our Artists Page 

We want to highlight the beautiful, creative work our members produce by 
featuring all of you on Our Artists webpage.  All you need to do is go to the link on 
the page, submit a few photos of your paintings and a brief artist statement. Our 
webmaster will do the rest! 
  

 

Workshops 

 

"Back to Childhood: Colored Pencils as a Useful Art Medium & 
Experience" with Kelly Almer 
Saturday, May 16, 2026 -- 9am - 3pm 
Ascension Lutheran Church 1701 W Caley Ave, Littleton 
 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/j8rZeEf2nOf?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3
mailto:nashpa@icloud.com
https://us.list-manage.com/LOBUbiU2_Eh?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


 
Remember colored pencils when you were in school? Have you considered 
using them in your collages, paintings, or even as single medium for artwork? 
Colored pencils have come a long way since school days and have 
tremendous potential! 
 
This is your chance to find out all about them in a fun workshop! Kelly Almer 
will be offering an in-depth look at colored pencils as timeless and 
foundational medium. She will introduce participants to the “world of 
colored pencils” through a lively demonstration while sharing insights and 
practical tips and tricks along the way. Workshop participants will be working 
alongside her to create a delightful small, finished piece. 

 

 

 

 

"Moments in Nature: A Personal Journaling Paint-Out" with Jody Walker 
Saturday, June 6, 2026 -- 9am - Noon (and optionally, beyond) 
Location:  Carson Nature Center - https://www.ssprd.org/nature 
 
 

 
 
Nature journaling can be used to help remember a special place or time in 

https://us.list-manage.com/CsXIexoCBd0?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


 

nature. But it also can be used to explore your sense of wonder, for marveling 
at the details, for recording your thoughts, or for capturing the beauty of a 
special area. Best of all, a nature journal is entirely yours. You only have to 
please yourself. You can experiment with different subjects, unique 
perspectives, or try new techniques, and perhaps discover a deeper 
connection to nature through your art. 
  

 

 

 

For a complete description, artist's bio and supply list, and registration 
information, please go to Workshops. 

 

 

Shows 
 
  

 

 

https://us.list-manage.com/mEMDL0M2mub?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


 

 

"Big Blue Grand" 11x14 Oil and Cold Wax 
By 
Bon Stahlin 

 
  

Deadline May 7, 2026! Enter Your Work Now! Theme: Our Vision: Our Joy 

This theme is meant to encourage us to consider our personal vision with 
renewed clarity and intention. Let's show off our Heritage Fine Arts talents 
and hard work. 

Our juror for the show is Mary Williams, https://www.marywilliamsart.com/ 

She is a painter, installation artist, and sculptor, who resides in the Castle 
Rock area. Mary is the curator for the Healing Arts Program at area hospitals 
and shows her work throughout the Denver Metro Area. We are thrilled to 
have Mary as our juror for this show! 

  

https://us.list-manage.com/H8aTA6HC3Gq?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


Registration Deadline: Thursday May 7, 2026 

Acceptances Sent: Wednesday, May 13, 2026 

Delivery of Paintings: Monday, June 1, 9-10:30 am 

Reception/Awards: Wednesday, June 10, 4:45-5:45 pm 

Painting Pickup: Tuesday, June 30, 2025, 9:00-10:30 am 

Entry Page https://www.heritage-guild.com/2026-bemis-show-entry.html 

  

All paintings will remain at Bemis Library for the duration of the show. All 
sales are negotiated between the Artist and the Seller. Any questions or 
assistance please contact: Celeste Hodges, chodges4finearts@gmail.com 
  

 

  

Heritage Guild upcoming  2026 shows 

Best of Heritage at Bemis Public Library - June 1-June 30, 2026 

This is Colorado - September 28 - October 28, 2026 

Healing Arts at Adventist Littleton Hospital - October - December 2026 

Heritage Guild upcoming  2027 shows 

Stanton Gallery at Littleton Town Hall - February 15 2027 - April 13, 2027 

St. Andrew United Methodist Church - tentatively June 25 to August 4, 
2027 

This is Colorado at ACC - Sept - October 2027 

 
 
  

https://us.list-manage.com/Fl0LRWgLoIk?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3
mailto:chodges4finearts@gmail.com


 

  

 

 
 
Heritage Members Spotlight 
 
Marsha Gilbert has paintings at 
The Depot Art Gallery "Tell Me A Story" show until May 16, 2026. 
 

 



 
 



 
  

 

 

 

 

Betsy Shepardson is in an upcoming show at  

Niza Knoll Gallery 

  

https://www.nizaknollgallery.com 

 
"Have a seat" 
  

STATEMENT ABOUT THE PIECE 

https://us.list-manage.com/GMyAv8CuTgG?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3
https://us.list-manage.com/FaZQkkQpZHS?e=9937773591&c2id=a92f06449a0ef174f050cbb2106d4ca3


 

In illustration we work with other people, and Niza invited me to try this piece. 
This play chair can be used for stuffed animals and other toys. Like my other 
work, children and adults alike can enjoy the chair together, or children can 
play independently. I liked the theme of the hippopotamus in the river with 
the lotus flowers along with the oropecker birds the hippos often have on 
their bodies to help them out. The chair is screwed together, but the tray can 
be moved on and off for imaginative play. 

The chair is done with acrylic markers.   
  

 

 

 

 



 
By The Way 
  

Susan Slomski has some Lavendar Spike Oil that can be used with oil 
painting. She is   not able to use it because it has a strong odor, though it is 
supposed to be more natural.  Susan is happy to give it away. 
Contact Susan at susanslomskifineart@myctl.net  
  

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Paint Day Thursdays 
 
Paint Day, open to both members and non-members, is held every Thursday 
at Ascension Lutheran Church, lower level, between 9:00 a.m. and 12:00 
p.m. Parking is available on the north side of the church. A donation of $1 per 
session is requested to help cover costs. Contact Kelly Almer 

mailto:?subject=susanslomskifineart%40myctl.net%C2%A0


 

at coffeeshopclassroom@gmail.com for more information. 
                                                                   

 

 

  

  

 

 

 

The Heritage Fine Arts Guild is supported by a grant 
from the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District. 
 
We're very pleased to announce that the Guild has 
been awarded generous operating grants for 2025 
by the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District 
(SCFD) and by the City of Littleton Arts and Culture 
Awards program. 

mailto:coffeeshopclassroom@gmail.com
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mailto:cherig60@msn.com
https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/about?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=36ab75ccb1&e=9937773591&c=46e236ac8d
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https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/profile?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=36ab75ccb1&e=9937773591&c=46e236ac8d

