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November 12, 2025, Meeting Information 
  

Monthly membership meetings are held on the second Wednesday of the month 
at 7 pm and are open to the public. The Board meeting begins at 6 pm and 
members are welcome to attend. 

  

Location: Ascension Lutheran Church, 1701 W. Caley Ave, Littleton 80120, Room 
106. Enter the parking lot off of Stern Blvd on the north side of the 
church. Meetings are normally held in the small room just to the right of the lobby 
when you enter the Church from the parking lot. 



 

DEMO 
  

Critique By Susan Ernst Corser -Artist 

I follow multiple paths through my art, thinking about places past and 
present, hoping to remind the viewer of their own places and memories.  I 
focus on the movement I see in the subject, as well as the compositions 
created by abstract shapes in nature.  I look for patterns of light and shadow 
to create the artwork’s structure and meaning.  My intent as an artist is to 
create balance between opposing forces, between variety and continuity, 
darks and light, rhythm and melody.  

My paintings also reflect a lifelong passion for the landscape, reflected by my 
work in landscape design and conservation. I have always been fascinated 
by places, both urban and rural, and attempt in my artwork to explore the 
underlying character of a place.  I see both the landscape and the arts as 
healing forces. While land conservation aims to preserve wholeness inherent 
in a particular landscape, the artist strives to balance the whole with the 
parts, mirroring the inner balancing act within ourselves. 

• Critique: As always, meeting attendees should bring in 2-3 pieces to 
be critiqued (if anyone wants to bring more, that’s fine—we may just 
not get to all of them). 

  

 

President's Message 
 



 
  

President’s Message 

November 2025 

Embracing Both Sides of Our Artistic Minds 

This month, I’ve been reflecting on the fascinating interplay between the 
logical and analytical, and the creative and intuitive—what many call the 
“left-brained” and “right-brained” aspects of our personalities. As artists, we 
often find ourselves navigating both worlds: organizing and planning our 
work with precision, while also seeking spontaneity and emotional 
expression on the canvas. 

This dynamic is something I’ve experienced personally—growing up with 
influences from both an engineer and an English professor, I learned to 
appreciate order and imagination in equal measure. In my career as a 
graphic designer, I found the perfect blend of detail-oriented logic and 
vibrant creativity. Yet, when I step into the studio to paint, I sometimes 
struggle to let go and be loose, to allow intuition to lead the way. 

It’s a challenge many of us face: how do we “shut off” one side to develop 
the other or is it possible to let both work together in harmony. Sometimes, 
when we excel in structured activities, our creative side feels neglected, and 
vice versa. It’s a reminder that our minds are always seeking balance. 



 

I invite you all to consider: How does this dynamic play out in your own 
creative journey? When do you lean into logic and planning, and when do 
you let intuition take the reins? Let’s continue this conversation and support 
each other as we strive to bring our whole selves—left and right brain—into 
our art. 

Wishing you a month of inspired creation and joyful exploration. 

Sue Connors 
President 

  

 
 
  

 

 

"Pastels with Texture and Feeling"  
with Diane Edwards 
Saturday, October 11, 2025 -- 9am - 3pm 
  

  

 

Pastel paintings (drawings) have enchanted me for a long time. They seem to have 
a certain grace in the layering of color that is not always noticed in other 
materials.  
Diane did not disappoint as she pointed out some techniques that have been 
overlooked. For instance, using the wide side of the pastel, she lays a background 
of complementary colors and then mists it with alcohol.  It dries quickly so you 
can start your PAINTING almost immediately. The purpose of this is to let the 
under colors  peek out, add depth, mystery and excitement to your work.. 
She also discussed different types of papers, framing ideas and ways to transport 
finished works that are not yet framed.  For instance, you can use the plastic bags 
we have used for bin work to carry an unframed pastel and not worry about it 



 

smudging. 
All considered I thought it was a worthwhile workshop and look forward to inviting 
her back. 
Mkm 
 
Thank you Mark kay Jacobson for this wonderful writeup 
 
  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Workshops 

 

"The Artist's Sketchbook - A tool for Gathering Information and Generating 
Ideas"  
with J.R. Monks 
Saturday, November 8, 2025 -- 9am - 3pm 
 
 

 
 
 Join me as we explore the possibilities and process for creating sketchbooks you 
have always dreamed about! Exciting travel sketchbooks, meaningful process 



workbooks to help you create new work, and daily studio sketchbooks—all are 
part of this fast paced exciting and upbeat workshop experience! So many times, 
sketchbooks are started and then abandoned, or as beginning students we were 
told the importance of a sketchbook but never really figured out how to 
incorporate the sketchbook into our workflow. In our day together I will show you 
how I use my sketchbooks as a part of my overall creative process. We will look at 
examples, learn about materials and practice techniques all designed to get you 
using your sketchbooks. 
  

 

 

 

DECEMBER WORKSHOP/CARD MAKING EVENT 
Saturday, December 6, 2025 -- 10am - 2:30pm 

10am to 2:30pm at Ascension Lutheran Church 1701 W. Caley Ave in Littleton. 
Cost is $10 for pizza. Register at www.heritage-guild.com. 

Each year Guild members and friends create hand painted/crafted holiday cards 
that are then taken to area nursing and care homes. We provide bagels and coffee, 
and participants bring other treats. After spending the morning making cards, we 
have pizza delivered for a party and admire all our creations. 

We provide the blank cards. Bring your favorite art supplies - markers, paints, glue, 
stencils, paper punches, scissors, etc. Don’t worry if you don’t have some of 
these, because some of us bring a variety of supplies and love to share. No glitter 
please. 
 
  

 

 

 

"A New Approach to Painting"  
with Homare Ikeda 



 

Saturday, January 17, 2026 -- 9am - 3pm 
 

 
 
 
 
An act of painting is deeply about humans. It involves truly being who you are as a 
human to perform that act. This workshop is not about “how to”, but it is more 
about exploring and expanding your understanding of skills, tools, and materials 
you have been working with. 
 
The participants will experiment with various techniques and methods to create 
marks by adjusting speeds or switching tools. I encourage students to be open to 
unexpected results and to accept any judgment that follows. Towards the end of 
the workshop, you will create a piece of artwork that differs from your usual and 
familiar styles. 
 
 
For additional information and how to register for these great workshops 
please go Heritage-guild.com. 

 

https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=cb847dabe6&e=9937773591


 

Join or Renew Your Membership 

If you haven’t already, please join or renew your membership! We need your 
support now to continue all of our great demonstrations, workshops and 
shows. Your membership includes these benefits: 

• Workshops given by local and national professional artists 

• Multiple shows each year to present and sell your work to the public 

• Reduced fees for workshops and shows 

• Helpful critique sessions conducted by accomplished local artists 

• Opportunities to learn new techniques at monthly demonstrations 

• A community of supportive artists 

Please register now for your 2025-26 membership at 
 https://www.heritage-guild.com/apply-and-pay-for-membership.html. 

Questions? Contact the Membership Coordinator at nashpa@icloud.com 

 

 

 

Join Our Artists Page 

We want to highlight the beautiful, creative work our members produce by 
featuring all of you on Our Artists webpage.  All you need to do is go to the link on 
the page, submit a few photos of your paintings and a brief artist statement. Our 
webmaster will do the rest! 
  

 

 

Shows 

 

https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=828e832adc&e=9937773591
mailto:nashpa@icloud.com
https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=5fa597087a&e=9937773591


 

• 2025 Stanton Art Gallery Show 

•  
October 20 - November 16, 2025 

• Stanton Art Gallery 
Town Hall Arts Center 
2450 W. Main St., Littleton, CO 80120 

•   

•  

• "Flower Cart" 12½x16 Watercolor & Ink by Reta Nass - $75 

 

 

 
Paint Day Thursdays 
 

https://heritage-guild.us14.list-manage.com/track/click?u=dde3757143ee1735eb8f8ef2f&id=1c5260c29c&e=9937773591


 

Paint Day, open to both members and non-members, is held every Thursday 
at Ascension Lutheran Church, lower level, between 9:00 a.m. and 2:00 p.m. 
Parking is available on the north side of the church. A donation of $1 per 
session is requested to help cover costs. Contact Betsy Shepardson 
at shepardson.betsy@gmail.com for more information. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

 

 

 

The Heritage Fine Arts Guild is supported by a grant 
from the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District. 
 
We're very pleased to announce that the Guild has 
been awarded generous operating grants for 2025 
by the Scientific and Cultural Facilities District 

mailto:shepardson.betsy@gmail.com


 

(SCFD) and by the City of Littleton Arts and Culture 
Awards program. 
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